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(54) GRINDING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To perform highly accurate grinding without being affected by 
the kind of a circuit pattern or the quality of a film material by knowing the 
thickness of a thin film from a relative distance relation between a distance 
from the thin film to a processed surface and a distance therefrom to the 
bottom surface and adjusting the condition and the processing time of 
grinding based on the result thereof. 

CONSTITUTION: An illuminating beam 22 from a detector S1 reaches the 
bottom surface of an insulating film 4 and reflected on the surface of an 
aluminum wiring film 3 or an insulating film 2. In this state a signal output 
from the detector S1 is observed while giving a relative momentum 
between the illuminating beam 22 and the insulating film 4 and the fine form 
cross section of an aluminum wiring pattern part is known. By taking a 
difference between this signal and that of a detector S2 for detecting a 
distance to an insulating film grinding surface 4 f a signal depending only on 
the existence of a wiring pattern is obtained. From the size of this signal 
the minimum remaining film thickness of the insulating film 4 can be known. 
Thus, a grinding time can be further accurately estimated. 
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Page 3, right column, lines 15-25: 

[oon] 

[Embodiments] With reference to Fig. 5, an embodiment of 
the present invention will be explained hereinbelow. 

An opening 21 formed in the polishing pad 11 is filled 
with a liquid having substantially the same refractive index 
as the insulating film 4 , such as a pure water so that 
an illuminating beam 22 reaches the bottom surface of the 
insulating film 4 and is reflected by the aluminum wiring 
pattern 3 or the surface of the insulating layer 2 . 

Page 3, right column, line 5 from the bottom - Page 4, left 
column, line 6: 

[0012] Fig. 7 shows a specific example of the detector SI. 

The detector is basically the same as a fluid micrometer. 
A nozzle 31 is supplied with a polishing liquid 32 under 
a predetermined pressure with the tip end opening thereof 
positioned close to a surface of a wafer to be detected. 
A pressure sensor 33 senses a back pressure in the nozzle 31. 
In this detector, since an output of the pressure sensor 33 
depends on a space between the nozzle tip end opening and the 
surface of an insulating layer to be polished, the distance 




between the nozzle 33 and the insulating layer surface can be 
determined by the output. In this embodiment, the nozzle 33 
is plugged with an optical lens 34. 

Page 4, left column, line 5 from the bottom - Page 4, right 
column, line 7: 

Instead of the above-explained fluid micrometer, an 

optical detector may be used. In order to fill a 

surface to be detected with a pure water, the optical detector 
is provided with a fluid nozzle 54 having a light transmitting 
window . 

[0016] In the above-stated optical system, if the level of 

the surface to be polished changes from 5 to 5 1 , the point at 
which the reflected light reaches the line sensor 50 changes, 
whereby the level of the surface to be detected is determined 
by the output from the sensor 50. 

(Translator's note: The last passage makes the explanation 
with reference to Fig. 11.) 
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